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How it began… Transects in 2016
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1st tansect workshop in 2018
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Lake Kolon, KNP, 
Mar 30-31, 2018



EPIC + tansect workshop in 2025

Hungarian Lepidoptera Monitoring Network – Hungarian Lepidopterists Society

Vác, Gyadai-rét 
Apr 12-13, 2025



Transects 2016-2025

Hungarian Lepidoptera Monitoring Network – Hungarian Lepidopterists Society

No. of transects: general 30+ (incl. National Parks 12) + targeted 4+ No. of general transects: 25+ (National Parks 8) + target sp. transects 4+ 



Diverse range of habitats

Hungarian Lepidoptera Monitoring Network – Hungarian Lepidopterists Society

No. of transects: general 30+ (incl. National Parks 12) + targeted 4+ Pannonian sand steppes, mesophylous grasslands, fen meadows, 
xerophylous oak forests etc.



Fun facts…
• longest transect: Gyadai-ret_1 (2,015 m);
• shortest transect: Batyk_3 (210 m);
• max. no. of spp. / transect: >30 spp.

(Gyadai-ret_1, Gyadai-ret_2, 
Balatonhenye_1);

• max. no. of spp. / section: >20 spp.
(Gyadai-ret_2, Balatonhenye_1);
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Results
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Introduction of the Butterfly Count App 
+15 minute counts in 2019 >> big potential

 engaging more volunteers for monitoring (Citizen Science) 
 monitoring „less interesting” but important habitats 
(agricultural land: arable land, vineyards, orchards etc.)
 urban habitats (gardens, parks)
 Article 17 monitoring protocol
 „snaphots” (many surveyors in paralel within a short time 
doing general/1-sp. counts covering a lerger area)
 using the method  for certain moth spp. 
(E. ankeraria, G. borelii, C. thrips, E. catax)
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15 minute counts 2016-2025

139 butterfly spp.; 248 moth spp. (until Apr 6, 2024)
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Moth traps 2016-2025

SPRING 2022-2023: 10 x 5 traps  +  
volunteers (porch lights, portable traps, etc.)
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Total samples 2016-2025

Transects + 15 minute counts + Moth traps 
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Everyone counts…
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„Snapshots” : E. maturna - Kunpeszér

Famous site, still ongoing MRR study
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„Snapshots” : E. maturna - Kunpeszér

May 26, 2022 : 1 pers, 4 hrs, E. maturna occurrence = 33
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„Pillanatfelvételek” : E. maturna - Kunpeszér

Jun 4, 2022 : 11 pers, in pairs, 2hrs, samples > 40
gen. 15 min counts (after the peak flight period >> not many maturna)
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Article 17 spp monitoring – C. chrysotheme



Thank you! 

Hungarian Lepidoptera Monitoring Network – Hungarian Lepidopterists Society

...we need a team

Because…
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